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ABOVE, the moon blots out a corner of the sun in Monday’s solar eclipse. Patrick Broom photo.

MOON SHADOW

AT LEFT, Mrs. Cobb’s and Mrs. Comstock’s 2nd graders at Eureka Elementary use special eclipse glass-
es on Monday, April 8, to try and catch a glimpse of the total solar eclipse. Montana was not in the 
path of totality, so the entire eclipse was not visible. Cloud cover also made it difficult to see. Traci 
Street photo.
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Tobacco Valley

NEWS

LCHS Principal Joel Graves hands a diploma to graduate Michael Shea at the 2021 Lincoln County High School Commencement exercises held out-
doors on June 5. Chris Wilson photo

Trego volunteers Mike Sartori and Larry Vanmersbergen and Don Bestwick of the North Val-
ley Food Bank unload food boxes at the TFS Community Hall. Rebecca Nelson photo

School board listens to
concerns over movie

Seniors complete their studies amidst a pandemic; 52 receive diplomas June 5 
Class of 2021 celebrates graduation from LCHS
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Historic building gathers community support

West Kootenai Auction will welcome bidders on Saturday

By Chris Wilson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The 2021 Lincoln County 
High School seniors about 
to graduate last Saturday 

looked happy and confident as 
they conversed in the line prior 
to the start of the ceremony. 

The weather was sunny, but not 
too hot, and fast-moving clouds 
rolled across the sky. The wind 
picked up from time to time, 
playing a little havoc with mortar 
boards and hair, but the students 
kept the caps on their heads and 
their gowns in array without too 
much trouble.

Roland Smedigar, class of 
1966, stood in the crowd waiting 
to see his granddaughter Emma 
Persson shake principal Joel 
Graves’s hand, take her diploma 
and finish her high school educa-
tion at the same place he and his 
wife and two daughters had. 

Sean Bernhard, 18, stood with 
Anthony Butler, 18, in his cap 
and gown, rubber sandals and 
a pair of 1980s-style Pit Viper 
sport sunglasses provided by his 
brother when he mentioned that 
the sunglasses was the final item 
he needed to complete his prepa-
rations for graduation. 

By Chris Wilson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

This weekend, the lure of 
authentic Amish-made 
furniture and goods will 

entice faithful bargain hunt-
ers to cross Lake Koocanusa for 
the 37th annual West Kootenai 
School Auction. 

The auctioneers in the three 
rings will call out the sale of the 

traditional Amish hand-made 
quilts and furniture. The bidding 
this year will also include items 
from an estate sale, flowers from 
a local nursery and other goods.

Cabins are unlikely to be a part 
of the auction this time around, a 
casualty of the pandemic-related 
spike in wood prices and a lack of 
time needed for construction. 

Howard Kauffman has lived in 
the West Kootenai for six years, 

and accepts and processes the 
consignment goods to be auc-
tioned.

“The price of lumber is going 
to be sky high. I wouldn’t build 
unless I absolutely had to. The 
profit margin is so small that we 
decided it’s not even worth the ef-
fort,” Kauffman said.

Beyond the high-speed, call-
and-response bidding for rustic 
furniture, estate items and other 

goods, attendees will enjoy re-
laxing in the sun in the grassy 
meadow, socializing and a grilled 
chicken lunch.

The communal nature of the 
auction serves a greater purpose 
than simple commerce. Proceeds 
go to support the local Mountain 
View School. While the school is 
currently providing education for 
28 students, organizer Orville Yo-
der said that the Amish commu-

nity will have three more families 
moving in from Ohio and that the 
student population may therefore 
increase. 

The auction will be held June 
12 at Andy Yoder’s auction barn. 
Bidding starts at 9 a.m., rain or 
shine. 

From Eureka, go west on High-
way 37, cross the Koocanusa 
Bridge and go 14 miles north to 
the barn. 

Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Trego Civic Center 
is getting a new name along 
with a re-energized mis-
sion.

Its board has renamed it 
the TFS Community Hall to 
incorporate all three com-
munities in the neighbor-
hood: Trego, Fortine and 
Stryker.

On the first and third Fri-
days of the month, local 
volunteers at the TFS Com-
munity Hall, formerly the 
Trego Civic Center, team 
up with the North Valley 
Food Bank in Whitefish to 
distribute boxes of food to 
about 65 families who need 
it. 

Beyond serving as a bi-
monthly food distribution 
center, the TFS Community 

Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A controversy sur-
rounding the show-
ing of the R-rated 

movie Frida in class drew 
more than two dozen com-
menters to the Eureka 

school board meeting June 
7.

Of the 63 people who 
signed the attendance sheet, 
28 spoke for a total of 
nearly 90 minutes. Every 
commenter addressed the 

Salary committee votes
to recommend pay bump

By Nikki Meyer
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A committee charged 
with reviewing 
salaries of county 

elected officials met June 2 
and voted to recommend a 

raise of 1.8 percent.
The group must meet an-

nually to consider and vote 
upon a recommendation 
on base pay for elected of-
ficials for the coming fiscal 
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Librarian Siri Nelson, center, and story time attendees make Valentines at the Eureka library on Feb. 14. Nikki Meyer photo.

VALENTINE’S DAY  

Freshman Ryan Melton of the E-Hackers team tinkers with a piece of equipment in the LCHS robotics 
workshop. Rebecca Nelson photo.

Public largely supportive of zoning at work session
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Eureka robotics teams return from state

Councilors vote later at business meeting to pursue grant writer

Open house set to help
seniors with end of life
and healthcare planning

County and town joining state hazard plan

School board limits 
political and religious 
expression by staff

By Rebecca Nelson and 
Nikki Meyer

Of the Tobacco Valley News

Lincoln County and 
the towns and cities 
within it are moving 

toward a new type of hazard 
mitigation plan that is coor-
dinated at the state level.

To be eligible for federal 
funding in case of a disas-
ter, local governments are 
required to have a plan in 
place and update it every 

five years. Counties and 
municipalities may work 
together to draft a multi-
jurisdictional plan.

All Lincoln County 
town and city governments 
signed a participation 
agreement several months 
ago moving to a state man-
aged program set to take ef-
fect this year. The previous 
multi-jurisdictional hazard 
mitigation plan was pre-
pared for Lincoln County 

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A free community 
open house geared 
toward the needs of 

seniors is planned for Feb. 
21 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m 
at Glacier Bank. The event 
gathers representatives 
from emergency services, 
estate planning, insurance, 
and more under one roof. 

Although there have 
been similar events held 
in Eureka, insurance seller 
Holly Clark initiated this 
year’s event, having been 
inspired by a similar one in 
Bonners Ferry, where she 
previously lived. When she 
asked attorney Tiffin Hall to 
join, the ball got rolling. 

Clark will represent two 
different providers of Medi-
care Advantage plans. If 

people are unhappy with 
their current plan, she can 
help them switch from one 
to the other through the 
open enrollment period 
ending March 31. Clark will 
also bring information on 
other products.

As in past events, Hall 
will have information on 
estate planning and pro-
bate, preparation of wills, 
durable powers of attorney, 
health care directives, and 
end of life planning. 

Portland-based Life 
Flight will have a represen-
tative at the open house. 
That service is separate 
from the ALERT helicopter 
which is based at the Logan 
Health hospital in Kalispell.

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A few days after re-
turning from state 
championships, a 

dozen Team Eureka robot-
ics members were back in 
the workshop setting up a 
newly donated field, adjust-
ing parts on their robots, or 
working on programming 
code. 

Each of the teams made 
a strong showing at state 
without advancing to 
Worlds this year, but the 
passion the robotics stu-
dents feel for the sport 
won’t be dampened anytime 
soon. 

Ryan Melton, a fresh-
man, started with the junior 
high robotics program and 
reflected on his first year 
working on robots at the 
high school level as a mem-
ber of the E-Hackers. “Oh 
my gosh, it’s my favorite 

By Nikki Meyer
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Eureka town 
council held a non-
voting work session 

Feb. 8 to kick around the 
ideas of zoning or building 
permits in town limits.

About half a dozen mem-
bers of the public attended; 
those who spoke up offered 
mostly supportive com-
ments.

Zoning and building per-
mits are related but separate 
concepts. Zoning would 

deal with what types of uses 
are allowed in certain ar-
eas, while building permits 
would be more specific to 
standards for individual 
building construction or lot 
improvements.

Developing a detailed 
growth plan would be an 
early step toward zoning. 
Local governments must 
review growth plans ev-
ery five years, according to 
the text of Montana state 
law. Eureka has previously 
been included in the county 
growth plan, but currently 

has its own in the works. 
“The old one was more for 
the county,” Mayor Lee Ann 
Schermerhorn said at the 
work session. “It wasn’t spe-
cific to Eureka.”

The current draft of the 

town’s as yet-unfinalized 
plan, however, is relatively 
general and doesn’t have the 
detail that might help guide 
decisions on zoning. “It’s 
very preliminary. It’s very 
high level, because we didn’t 

have the funds to really put 
in the effort,” Schermerhorn 
said, adding later: “If we 
wanted to go with zoning 
it’s going to have to be a lot 
more comprehensive than 
this one is.”

Growth plans are not reg-
ulatory in and of themselves, 
though subdivision regula-
tions refer back to them. 

Emergency Management 
Agency by a Helena-based 
firm in 2018, according to 
information from the count 
web site. Eureka Mayor Lee 
Ann Schermerhorn said 
that the town had been in-
volved in the last plan, when 
now-commissioner Brent 
Teske was head of the EMA. 
“We were part of the coun-
ty’s, and that was why they 
asked me to be involved 
with it. They were sadly 
missing a lot of things from 
Eureka,” she said. “I spent a 
lot of time on that.”

The new state-managed 
plan aims to streamline the 
process and cover costs, 
which EMA director Tom 
Lane estimated cost be-
tween $20,000 and $30,000 
each time the plan was up-
dated in the past.

The state requires par-
ticipation in regional con-

ferences to qualify. Lane 
attended a conference in 
January along with repre-
sentatives from Libby and 
Rexford, but Eureka and 
Troy were not present. Lane 
said the state had communi-
cated to him that “any orga-
nization that doesn’t partici-
pate has a high potential for 
being removed from (the 
program).” Lane said he’d 
sent notifications and called 
Eureka and Troy, but had 
not heard back. 

Lane explained that he 
was not technically re-
sponsible for each agency’s 
communication with the 
state. As municipalities that 
signed onto the participa-
tion agreement for state 
management, “they’re not 

thing,” he said. “This is like 
all I do. It’s just, it’s my life.” 
Melton demonstrated the 
adjustments he was making 
toward the goal of enabling 
the team’s robot, “Cleo,” to 

pick up cones from both 
sides of its body. “Every-
body does it differently,” he 
said.

The other Eureka teams, 
Lazer Sharks in Space and 

Couch Potatoes, take dif-
ferent approaches both to 
build and programming.

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Eureka school 
board met on Feb. 
13 and voted on 

handbook and policy 
changes around staff shar-
ing personal opinions.

A planned vote on alter-
ing the drug policy was ta-
bled until April when chair 

Raymond Flanagan can be 
present. The board is mov-
ing toward more prevalent 
testing, and allowing for 
students to have chances 
to take instructive classes 
and earn back participa-
tion privileges after first 
and second offenses, with 
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Rendezvous brings pancakes to the senior center
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CANADIAN
EXCHANGE

Eureka town council discusses 
emergency management plan

Four candidates vie for the two 
contested seats on Eureka board

Spring projects keeping Forest 
Service busy in Tobacco Valley

Longtime volunteers serve up breakfast to Rendezvous-goers young and old
By Traci Street

Of the Tobacco Valley News

Three longtime Eureka locals will be 
volunteering their time at the Senior 
Center Pancake Breakfast during 

Rendezvous again this year. 
Donny Stacy and his wife Judy, along 

with Donna Edwards, will once again be 
making pancakes the Saturday morning 
of Rendezvous, as they have in years past. 

Judy mixes up the pancakes and makes 
eggs, while her husband Donny cooks the 
pancakes. Edwards serves coffee, tea, and 
juices, and helps clean up, wiping the tables 
and generally helping as needed. “I get to 
serve the drinks,” she said.

Edwards said she has been volunteer-
ing at the pancake breakfast since around 
2010, after she retired. She said she enjoys 
it, because people who are headed off for 
the day’s festivities will usually come by for 

breakfast first, and she said she gets to see 
a number of people she hasn’t seen all year. 
“They all come in groups and get to visit 
with each other and other people,” she said. 
Edwards said everyone who comes is look-
ing forward to Rendezvous experiences, 
and they are all upbeat and happy. 

“These are the hard workers, here,” Ed-
wards said of the Stacys. 

It’s clear when you see the three of them 
together that they enjoy helping out and 

enjoy each other’s company. Judy Stacy said 
she and her husband have been doing the 
pancake breakfast since around 1995, and 
over the years they have also volunteered 
at the senior center doing other things, like 
delivering Meals On Wheels. As they’ve 
gotten older, they’ve had to step back a bit, 
they said.

Donny Stacy joked that his favorite thing 

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

Four candidates are running for two 
open three-year terms on the Eureka 
School Board representing Eureka, 

while one candidate has filed for one open 
seat on the Eureka board representing Trego 
for the high school. 

Stephanie Vredenburg, running unop-

posed to represent Trego, will be featured in 
an article in an upcoming issue. The candi-
dates vying for Eureka’s two contested seats 
follow:

Bob Cuffe emphasized that he doesn’t 
have an agenda when it comes to the school 
board - he just wants to help. “I’m really just 

By Traci Street
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Eureka Town Council met Monday night, and on the agenda for 
new business was approval of the Eureka Quilt Show special event, 
as well as approval of a number of sign permits, a temporary ban-

ner and approval of a county emergency plan. 
The council didn’t have much to update in the way of old business, such 

as the 6th Street project or the ARPA grant dealing with the asbestos-lined 
concrete pipes. Mayor LeAnn Schermerhorn said she realized she didn’t 
get an email update from the legal department and would have to revisit 
the topic. She stated they are still working on the legal and contractual is-
sues surrounding both projects. 

Schermerhorn also said she is still working on codifying city ordinanc-
es, and stated she had found an old email about how ordinances are codi-
fied now, something she would share with the council.

The council discussed a proposed emergency management plan from 
Lincoln County Emergency Management Agency. Mayor Schermerhorn 
mentioned that the person responsible for the report didn’t seem to be 
aware of what was available in Eureka, and noted that Rexford and Troy 
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By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

Combined Fortine-Rexford district ranger 
Seth Carbonari recently took the time to 
share some of the projects that are keep-

ing the U.S. Forest Service busy in the region this 
spring. 

Because one of the top priority firesheds in the 
nation is situated primarily in Lincoln County as 
designated by the 2022 Wildfire Crisis Strategy, 
towns and cities within the county are benefit-
ting from the increased infusion of funds into 
fuels work. “We continue to get a ton accom-
plished,” Carbonari said. “Most of that was using 
local contractors and then a lot of our local crews 
to do additional work.” 

Fuels treatments on 2,200 acres are under con-
tract in the district this year, with another 1,300 
planned with local staff. Those numbers have 

been rising but fairly consistent since money 
from the Wildfire Crisis Strategy started coming 
in.

“We’re working really closely with our part-
ners at the (Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation) to the Good Neighbor Au-
thority to accomplish a good number of timber 
sales and fuels work,” Carbonari said. 

He said they’ve also been fortunate to have a 
“strong local contracting group to get a lot of our 
fuels projects and timber projects accomplished.” 

Active timber sales include projects up 
Pinkham Creek in the Thirsty Lake area, Wil-
liams Creek, and in the Trego area. Carbonari 
said a small sale in the West Kootenai will be ad-
vertised, along with some other small sales. 

“We’ve got some deck sales from the East Fork 
fire salvage, and then we’re working hard on the 
planning aspect of the East Fork salvage project, 
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Pet of the

W E E K

Angel is a 9 month old 
husky mix who absolutely 
adores people! She has 

lived with other large dogs 
in the past but would 

prefer a cat and small dog 
free home. She loves 

being outdoors and would 
make an excellent hiking 
and camping partner this 

summer!  

Tobacco Valley 
Animal Shelter
406-889-5457

tobaccovalleyanimalshelter@gmail.com

ANGELANGEL

AMBER LI EMERY MIKE SAGEBOB CUFFE BEN GOODRICH

hoping to serve,” he says. 
He sees the facilities issue as 
related to school safety, and 
has voted for the bond each 
of the four times it’s been up 
for election. 

Cuffe’s kids attend Lin-
coln County High School. 
Cuffe’s roots in the commu-
nity go all the way back to 
the 1890s when his grand-
mother first settled in the 
valley. Community mem-
bers have been asking him 
and his wife to consider 
running for school board 
for around 11 years, he says. 
He decided it was finally 
time. 

One strength he could 
offer as a board member is 
an ability to communicate 
with the community about 
the school’s needs, helped 
by his strong ties here, he 
says. 

Cuffe has been a long-
time volunteer, especially 
as a head or assistant sports 
coach for various sports at 
Eureka Public Schools for 
several years, “just trying to 
stay involved,” he says. 

Cuffe volunteered for 
“something like 25 seasons 
of sports in seven years be-
tween girls basketball, boys 
basketball, softball, base-
ball, even football,” he says. 
“I was an athlete in high 
school and college and so I 
saw that as a way to be able 
to continue to contribute.” 
Now he’d like to shift gears, 
step back from coaching, 
and focus on parenting 
and serving on the school 
board. 

Cuffe doesn’t think the 
school system is necessarily 
in need of change. “I believe 
that our school system does 
a pretty darn good job,” he 
says. But safety is something 
he thinks about. “I’m sure 
there’s a safety program in 
place, but I wouldn’t mind 

sort of trying to figure out if 
there’s ways we could make 
our schools a little bit safer,” 
he says. 

Cuffe owns businesses 
in the valley which employ 
between 22 and 25 people, 
and he has a lot of manage-
ment experience, which he 
thinks might be helpful. 

Years ago, he served on a 
facilities committee formed 
of community members to 
advise during an earlier at-
tempt to pass the bond. 

“I’m really open-minded 
about serving,” he says, 
emphasizing he doesn’t see 
anything wrong with how 
things are currently run-
ning. 

Ultimately, it’s about the 
students. “They’re the fu-
ture of our town,” he says. 
“I just want to, overall, see 
kids doing well, and hav-
ing as many opportunities 
as they can. If me serving 
somehow helps, that’s great. 
I recognize I would just be 
another cog in the wheel.”

Ben Goodrich has three 
kids in Eureka public 
schools, which gives him 
“skin in the game” in run-
ning for the trustee posi-
tion, he says. He also brings 
a “unique intersection of 
experience and talents that 
I think could be used here 
in this community.”

Goodrich works in the 
tech industry. He put him-
self through college, earned 
a master’s degree, and has 
worked as an electrician 
and general contractor. “I 
tend to see the world in 
many shades of gray versus 
black and white,” he says. 

His family lived in vari-
ous locations around the 
Pacific northwest before 
moving to Montana a few 
years ago. Goodrich has 
served on many boards, 
and through business, has 
had many long term part-
nerships. “I tend to build 

these relationships that need 
to stand for decades, poten-
tially,” he says. His experi-
ence running multi-million 
dollar construction projects 
and managing risk might be 
useful in assessing a new fa-
cility, he says. 

When the most recent 
bond was presented to the 
public, there was room “to 
tell a clearer story,” he be-
lieves. Financial account-
ability is important to Go-
odrich, and he thinks the 
public should have access to 
information about how the 
district is using its funding. 
“There’s certain financial 
diagrams that can show the 
starting input all the way to 
the end, that breaks it out in 
really clean and clear ways 
all the way down to salaries 
and bus fuel,” he says.

“I think they’re doing 
okay,” Goodrich says of Eu-
reka’s school system. “An 
institution like a public 
school system is never go-
ing to be perfect,” he says. 
“But you can expect that 
there’s opportunities for 
improvement.” He’d like to 
find out more about how 
Eureka compares with other 
schools of similar demo-
graphics and community, to 
inform goal setting.

Goodrich would like to 
look at how extracurricular 
opportunities can be im-
proved. “Can we take what 
we’ve done with the robotics 
team and do that for other 
things next year?” he asks. 
Leadership development 
and attracting top teacher 
talent is another area he’s in-
terested in. 

Goodrich mentions he’s 
a Christian conservative 
which provides underpin-
nings for his ideals, though 
he says, “I think idealism 
increases with distance 
from the problem.” He also 
says he’s guided by common 
sense and seeks to find “the 
right decision for the mo-
ment.” 

Should he be elected, 
his approach to the school 
board would also be in-
formed by his work in the 
scientific field, where “you 
often try to present the neg-
atives, maybe even stronger 
than the positives so that 
you never give the impres-
sion that you are trying to 
bias a decision,” he says. 
“And so I carry that kind of 
ethical code with me wher-
ever I go.” He’ll seek to un-

derstand by asking lots of 
questions, “and then give 
them an informed opinion, 
as part of a team,” he says. 

Amber Li-Anekah Em-
ery is running for the school 
board a second time, after 
first running last spring. 

Emery says she’s commit-
ted to providing trustworthy 
representation of kids, fami-
lies, and educators. “I think 
there needs to be balance 
across the board, to be hon-
est,” she says. “Putting the 
needs of children and their 
families first is paramount. 
But that means advocating 
for policies and initiatives 
that promote their well-be-
ing, academic success, and 
overall growth,” she says. To 
do that means “supporting 
the teachers in that process.”

Emery aims to “approach 
every decision with prac-
ticality and pragmatism” 
and hopes to “ensure that 
our schools are run more 
efficiently and effectively” 
to the benefit of families of 
staff, she says. 

Issues of importance for 
Emery include addressing 
infrastructure needs like 
renovating or rebuilding fa-
cilities, supporting innova-
tive teaching methods, and 
enhancing support services.

She believes it’s important 
to support programs like ro-
botics. “When I found out 
that the robotics team had 
won nationals, I was ab-
solutely ecstatic,” she said. 
“There are other teams and 
other areas that are start-
ing to receive recognition. I 
think it’s important that we 
continue to foster that.”

Emery says it’s important 
to listen to the kids, educa-
tors, and the community. 
“I think advocating for the 
kids is to give them space 
to really vocalize what their 
hopes and dreams are, what 
they see needs to be ad-
dressed,” she says. “I think 
that it’s important that 
they’re seen and heard.” To 
support teachers, it’s impor-
tant to sit down and speak 
with them, she says, “find-
ing out where there’s dis-
crepancies” in their needs 
being met. 

Enhanced support for ex-
tracurricular and alternative 
programs “like the sports 
teams, and the dramatic 
arts, the art students, and 
the kids that are learning all 
of the practical skills too” is 

another interest of Emery’s. 
She’s happy to see the tiny 
house building program and 
other skills being taught. 

Emery moved to Eureka 
eight years ago with her 
daughters, who graduated 
from LCHS. Now retired 
and serving as Senior Vice 
President of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the VFW, Em-
ery spent 23 years in the 
nursing field and five years 
in the mental health field. 
She’s worked with kids 
with developmental delays 
and/or behavioral issues. 
“I have a pretty in-depth 
background with regards to 
mental health and mental 
wellness,” she says. She also 
recently became a certified 
instructor of Teen Mental 
Health First Aid through a 
course provided by a county 
partnership. 

Emery believes “transpar-
ent accountability” is impor-
tant, as well as “listening to 
concerns and feedback and 
helping to make decisions 
that are in the best interests 
of all who have a stake in 
our future leaders,” she says. 
“These kids, they’re the ones 
that are going to be stepping 
out into the world soon. I 
personally believe trust is 
earned through integrity, 
and I pledge to uphold those 
values in every aspect of my 
role as a trustee, should I be 
voted in.”

Michael Sage is running 
for a seat on the school 
board because, he says, “I 
feel like I have a need to 
continue to give to the com-
munity and to the public in 
general.”

Sage has two kids, a first 
and third grader, in Eureka 
Elementary, and he says 
that contributes to his mo-
tivation. He’s noticed that 
people “gripe and complain 
about things, but will never 
do anything about it, and 
have something bad to say 
about somebody without 
ever being in that person’s 
shoes” he says. “I don’t have 
anything negative against 
the current school board at 
all. But I feel like I can’t re-
ally have much say if I’m not 
willing to do that.”

Sage says he’d like to learn 
more, but from his view, 
management and school 
policy could have room for 
improvement. “Is the syl-
labus reviewed by manage-
ment and the board?” he 
says. “Things like that.” Cur-

riculum and policy could 
possibly use more review, 
Sage posits. “I don’t want 
to dictate what the syllabus 
is, but just more review, just 
to ensure that the school 
doesn’t get put in a bind for 
doing something that they 
probably shouldn’t,” Sage 
says. 

Sage has been follow-
ing the facilities issue, and 
is concerned. “Definitely, 
we need to come up with a 
different plan,” he says. “If 
school bonds have been just 
shut down like crazy, you 
know, what options do we 
have?”

He supports the most re-
cent facilities proposal more 
than previous ones. “I didn’t 
really care for the first time 
it went out - I didn’t vote 
for it. But then I voted for 
it subsequently,” he says. He 
didn’t have kids when he 
voted “no.”  

“But now I do,” he says. 
“And now they’re in school, 
and I’m like, Yeah, we need 
to do something about this 
and give our kids a healthier 
environment.”

Sage grew up as a military 
brat, but now he has a pay-
it-forward attitude when 
it comes to education, and 
providing facilities for the 
next generation. “I’m not 
from here, but somebody’s 
done it for me. Somebody 
did it for my parents. It’s 
my turn. It’s my turn to give 
back.” 

Sage is currently the chair 
of the Policy Council, a par-
ent group partnering with 
Head Start in northwest 
Montana. “I started that 
when my youngest daughter 
was in Head Start,” he says. 
He’s been on the council 
for four years and chair for 
two, even after his daughter 
moved on. 

He fell in love with Eu-
reka and moved here with 
his wife in 2009, finding the 
surroundings beautiful and 
the people kind and gener-
ous.

Sage currently works as 
an engineering technician 
for the Forest Service. “I’m 
hoping I can translate my 
time on the policy council 
with Head Start,” he says. 
He doesn’t want to make 
waves on the board with 
big changes. “I just want to 
make sure that my kids and 
my friends’ kids and the 
community’s kids have a 
good school board and just 
want to take care of people.”
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