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Children dash after eggs on the LCHS football field in Eureka at the March 31 Easter Egg hunt. Patrick Broom photo.

EASTER EGG HUNT

Bright blue skies gleam beyond freshly snow-capped peaks between East Glacier and Marias Pass on 
March 30. Nikki Meyer photo.
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LCHS Principal Joel Graves hands a diploma to graduate Michael Shea at the 2021 Lincoln County High School Commencement exercises held out-
doors on June 5. Chris Wilson photo

Trego volunteers Mike Sartori and Larry Vanmersbergen and Don Bestwick of the North Val-
ley Food Bank unload food boxes at the TFS Community Hall. Rebecca Nelson photo

School board listens to
concerns over movie

Seniors complete their studies amidst a pandemic; 52 receive diplomas June 5 
Class of 2021 celebrates graduation from LCHS
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Historic building gathers community support

West Kootenai Auction will welcome bidders on Saturday

By Chris Wilson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The 2021 Lincoln County 
High School seniors about 
to graduate last Saturday 

looked happy and confident as 
they conversed in the line prior 
to the start of the ceremony. 

The weather was sunny, but not 
too hot, and fast-moving clouds 
rolled across the sky. The wind 
picked up from time to time, 
playing a little havoc with mortar 
boards and hair, but the students 
kept the caps on their heads and 
their gowns in array without too 
much trouble.

Roland Smedigar, class of 
1966, stood in the crowd waiting 
to see his granddaughter Emma 
Persson shake principal Joel 
Graves’s hand, take her diploma 
and finish her high school educa-
tion at the same place he and his 
wife and two daughters had. 

Sean Bernhard, 18, stood with 
Anthony Butler, 18, in his cap 
and gown, rubber sandals and 
a pair of 1980s-style Pit Viper 
sport sunglasses provided by his 
brother when he mentioned that 
the sunglasses was the final item 
he needed to complete his prepa-
rations for graduation. 

By Chris Wilson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

This weekend, the lure of 
authentic Amish-made 
furniture and goods will 

entice faithful bargain hunt-
ers to cross Lake Koocanusa for 
the 37th annual West Kootenai 
School Auction. 

The auctioneers in the three 
rings will call out the sale of the 

traditional Amish hand-made 
quilts and furniture. The bidding 
this year will also include items 
from an estate sale, flowers from 
a local nursery and other goods.

Cabins are unlikely to be a part 
of the auction this time around, a 
casualty of the pandemic-related 
spike in wood prices and a lack of 
time needed for construction. 

Howard Kauffman has lived in 
the West Kootenai for six years, 

and accepts and processes the 
consignment goods to be auc-
tioned.

“The price of lumber is going 
to be sky high. I wouldn’t build 
unless I absolutely had to. The 
profit margin is so small that we 
decided it’s not even worth the ef-
fort,” Kauffman said.

Beyond the high-speed, call-
and-response bidding for rustic 
furniture, estate items and other 

goods, attendees will enjoy re-
laxing in the sun in the grassy 
meadow, socializing and a grilled 
chicken lunch.

The communal nature of the 
auction serves a greater purpose 
than simple commerce. Proceeds 
go to support the local Mountain 
View School. While the school is 
currently providing education for 
28 students, organizer Orville Yo-
der said that the Amish commu-

nity will have three more families 
moving in from Ohio and that the 
student population may therefore 
increase. 

The auction will be held June 
12 at Andy Yoder’s auction barn. 
Bidding starts at 9 a.m., rain or 
shine. 

From Eureka, go west on High-
way 37, cross the Koocanusa 
Bridge and go 14 miles north to 
the barn. 

Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Trego Civic Center 
is getting a new name along 
with a re-energized mis-
sion.

Its board has renamed it 
the TFS Community Hall to 
incorporate all three com-
munities in the neighbor-
hood: Trego, Fortine and 
Stryker.

On the first and third Fri-
days of the month, local 
volunteers at the TFS Com-
munity Hall, formerly the 
Trego Civic Center, team 
up with the North Valley 
Food Bank in Whitefish to 
distribute boxes of food to 
about 65 families who need 
it. 

Beyond serving as a bi-
monthly food distribution 
center, the TFS Community 

Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A controversy sur-
rounding the show-
ing of the R-rated 

movie Frida in class drew 
more than two dozen com-
menters to the Eureka 

school board meeting June 
7.

Of the 63 people who 
signed the attendance sheet, 
28 spoke for a total of 
nearly 90 minutes. Every 
commenter addressed the 

Salary committee votes
to recommend pay bump

By Nikki Meyer
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A committee charged 
with reviewing 
salaries of county 

elected officials met June 2 
and voted to recommend a 

raise of 1.8 percent.
The group must meet an-

nually to consider and vote 
upon a recommendation 
on base pay for elected of-
ficials for the coming fiscal 
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Librarian Siri Nelson, center, and story time attendees make Valentines at the Eureka library on Feb. 14. Nikki Meyer photo.

VALENTINE’S DAY  

Freshman Ryan Melton of the E-Hackers team tinkers with a piece of equipment in the LCHS robotics 
workshop. Rebecca Nelson photo.

Public largely supportive of zoning at work session
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Eureka robotics teams return from state

Councilors vote later at business meeting to pursue grant writer

Open house set to help
seniors with end of life
and healthcare planning

County and town joining state hazard plan

School board limits 
political and religious 
expression by staff

By Rebecca Nelson and 
Nikki Meyer

Of the Tobacco Valley News

Lincoln County and 
the towns and cities 
within it are moving 

toward a new type of hazard 
mitigation plan that is coor-
dinated at the state level.

To be eligible for federal 
funding in case of a disas-
ter, local governments are 
required to have a plan in 
place and update it every 

five years. Counties and 
municipalities may work 
together to draft a multi-
jurisdictional plan.

All Lincoln County 
town and city governments 
signed a participation 
agreement several months 
ago moving to a state man-
aged program set to take ef-
fect this year. The previous 
multi-jurisdictional hazard 
mitigation plan was pre-
pared for Lincoln County 

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A free community 
open house geared 
toward the needs of 

seniors is planned for Feb. 
21 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m 
at Glacier Bank. The event 
gathers representatives 
from emergency services, 
estate planning, insurance, 
and more under one roof. 

Although there have 
been similar events held 
in Eureka, insurance seller 
Holly Clark initiated this 
year’s event, having been 
inspired by a similar one in 
Bonners Ferry, where she 
previously lived. When she 
asked attorney Tiffin Hall to 
join, the ball got rolling. 

Clark will represent two 
different providers of Medi-
care Advantage plans. If 

people are unhappy with 
their current plan, she can 
help them switch from one 
to the other through the 
open enrollment period 
ending March 31. Clark will 
also bring information on 
other products.

As in past events, Hall 
will have information on 
estate planning and pro-
bate, preparation of wills, 
durable powers of attorney, 
health care directives, and 
end of life planning. 

Portland-based Life 
Flight will have a represen-
tative at the open house. 
That service is separate 
from the ALERT helicopter 
which is based at the Logan 
Health hospital in Kalispell.

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A few days after re-
turning from state 
championships, a 

dozen Team Eureka robot-
ics members were back in 
the workshop setting up a 
newly donated field, adjust-
ing parts on their robots, or 
working on programming 
code. 

Each of the teams made 
a strong showing at state 
without advancing to 
Worlds this year, but the 
passion the robotics stu-
dents feel for the sport 
won’t be dampened anytime 
soon. 

Ryan Melton, a fresh-
man, started with the junior 
high robotics program and 
reflected on his first year 
working on robots at the 
high school level as a mem-
ber of the E-Hackers. “Oh 
my gosh, it’s my favorite 

By Nikki Meyer
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Eureka town 
council held a non-
voting work session 

Feb. 8 to kick around the 
ideas of zoning or building 
permits in town limits.

About half a dozen mem-
bers of the public attended; 
those who spoke up offered 
mostly supportive com-
ments.

Zoning and building per-
mits are related but separate 
concepts. Zoning would 

deal with what types of uses 
are allowed in certain ar-
eas, while building permits 
would be more specific to 
standards for individual 
building construction or lot 
improvements.

Developing a detailed 
growth plan would be an 
early step toward zoning. 
Local governments must 
review growth plans ev-
ery five years, according to 
the text of Montana state 
law. Eureka has previously 
been included in the county 
growth plan, but currently 

has its own in the works. 
“The old one was more for 
the county,” Mayor Lee Ann 
Schermerhorn said at the 
work session. “It wasn’t spe-
cific to Eureka.”

The current draft of the 

town’s as yet-unfinalized 
plan, however, is relatively 
general and doesn’t have the 
detail that might help guide 
decisions on zoning. “It’s 
very preliminary. It’s very 
high level, because we didn’t 

have the funds to really put 
in the effort,” Schermerhorn 
said, adding later: “If we 
wanted to go with zoning 
it’s going to have to be a lot 
more comprehensive than 
this one is.”

Growth plans are not reg-
ulatory in and of themselves, 
though subdivision regula-
tions refer back to them. 

Emergency Management 
Agency by a Helena-based 
firm in 2018, according to 
information from the count 
web site. Eureka Mayor Lee 
Ann Schermerhorn said 
that the town had been in-
volved in the last plan, when 
now-commissioner Brent 
Teske was head of the EMA. 
“We were part of the coun-
ty’s, and that was why they 
asked me to be involved 
with it. They were sadly 
missing a lot of things from 
Eureka,” she said. “I spent a 
lot of time on that.”

The new state-managed 
plan aims to streamline the 
process and cover costs, 
which EMA director Tom 
Lane estimated cost be-
tween $20,000 and $30,000 
each time the plan was up-
dated in the past.

The state requires par-
ticipation in regional con-

ferences to qualify. Lane 
attended a conference in 
January along with repre-
sentatives from Libby and 
Rexford, but Eureka and 
Troy were not present. Lane 
said the state had communi-
cated to him that “any orga-
nization that doesn’t partici-
pate has a high potential for 
being removed from (the 
program).” Lane said he’d 
sent notifications and called 
Eureka and Troy, but had 
not heard back. 

Lane explained that he 
was not technically re-
sponsible for each agency’s 
communication with the 
state. As municipalities that 
signed onto the participa-
tion agreement for state 
management, “they’re not 

thing,” he said. “This is like 
all I do. It’s just, it’s my life.” 
Melton demonstrated the 
adjustments he was making 
toward the goal of enabling 
the team’s robot, “Cleo,” to 

pick up cones from both 
sides of its body. “Every-
body does it differently,” he 
said.

The other Eureka teams, 
Lazer Sharks in Space and 

Couch Potatoes, take dif-
ferent approaches both to 
build and programming.

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Eureka school 
board met on Feb. 
13 and voted on 

handbook and policy 
changes around staff shar-
ing personal opinions.

A planned vote on alter-
ing the drug policy was ta-
bled until April when chair 

Raymond Flanagan can be 
present. The board is mov-
ing toward more prevalent 
testing, and allowing for 
students to have chances 
to take instructive classes 
and earn back participa-
tion privileges after first 
and second offenses, with 
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Black powder shoot is a family affair
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Commission votes in 
cost of living raises 
for elected officials

Race to represent House District 2 at 
state legislature draws two candidates

Eureka man arrested, accused of spate of property crimes

Organizers prepare to welcome participants new and old

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

Two candidates have filed to represent 
the Tobacco Valley in the Montana 
House of Representatives.

Republican incumbent Neil Duram seeks 
re-election to his final term under term 
limit rules. He is challenged by Democrat 
Dakota Adams for the House District 2 seat.

Dakota Adams says he’s running for two 
reasons: his disappointment with the Re-
publican party - in particular the Montana 
super majority Republican legislature’s last 
session, and to advocate for “more people to 
step up and contest races everywhere.”

For Adams, the biggest issue is property 
taxes. “That was, in my opinion, a policy 
choice, because it’s not believable to me that 
that happened just because they were asleep 
at the wheel,” he says. 

Due to the housing crisis, young people, 
increasingly, cannot afford to live and build 
a life here, Adams says, which is a “choke 
point that is completely strangling the po-
tential of the state economy.” 

Adams says Montana should be spending 
tax windfalls on a “firm foundation of in-
vestment in skills, livelihood, local and es-
pecially local small businesses, so that there 
is lasting benefit that outlives the speculator 
bubble.” 

“We’re in the situation where our mas-
sive budget surplus was squandered on giv-
ing enormous tax breaks to the wealthiest 
tax brackets and corporations to try to lure 
more elites to move to Montana, as if that 
were a good investment in the future of the 
state,” Adams says. The legislature took no 
action to ensure ordinary Montana home-
owners were protected from the “enormous 
speculator-driven spike in housing prices 
on their property tax valuations.” Adams 
called the rebate “very minor.”

The solution, he says, would have been 
to “put a freeze on the valuation change for 
single family homes and primary residences 
for working and middle class people, so 
that the people who do the work to run the 

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

On March 6, county commission-
ers unanimously approved a 1.5 
percent cost of living raise to base 

pay for county elected officials. The raise is 
effective July 1, 2024. 

Positions and their corresponding new 
salaries included in resolution 2024-11 are 
clerk and recorder, clerk of court, county 
attorney, county treasurer, and county su-
perintendent of schools all at $63,166.43. 
The county attorney also receives state 
pay. County commissioners and sheriff 
will be paid $65,166.43. The county coro-
ner will earn $18,949.93 (set at 30 percent 
of Clerk and Recorder’s salary), and the 
deputy county coroner will earn $5,684.98 
(set at 30 percent of County Coroner’s sal-
ary).

In the separate resolution 2024-12, 
commissioners raised the justice of the 
peace salary to $65,166.43.

At a Lincoln County compensation 
committee meeting on Feb. 1, administra-
tive assistant Jennifer Brown distributed 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) data indicat-
ing inflation was up 3.6 percent over the 
past year. 

By Traci Street
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Tobacco Valley Muzzleloaders 
will be hosting the David Thompson 
Black Powder Shoot during Rendez-

vous again this year, with activities taking 
place all three days of the event. 

Long time member Jerome Johnson said 

the number of active members locally has 
dwindled over time. Johnson said he’s been 
involved for a little over 20 years now. “Leigh 
Erickson introduced me to it and I went and 
shot with them one day, and it didn’t take 
much to get the bug,” he said. There used 
to be upwards of 30 people in the club, he 
said, but now there are only about 12 to 15 
members. 

Despite the lower numbers, Johnson said 
they usually have an average of about 75 
shooters who show up for the events. He 
said they are often from all over the place, 
including Kalispell, Libby and Canada.

By Traci Street
Of the Tobacco Valley News

Timothy John Lee, 41, of Eureka, was 
arrested on March 21 following a 
spree of vehicle thefts and burglaries 

reported around the valley. 
Lee made an initial appearance before 

Judge Sheffield on March 28, where he was 
charged with three counts of felony bur-
glary, felony theft, three counts of theft of 
a light vehicle, felony theft of property ex-
ceeding $5,000, and felony tampering with 
or fabricating physical evidence. 

Lee was also charged with three counts of 
misdemeanor criminal trespass, two counts 
of misdemeanor theft, unauthorized control 
over property, two counts of misdemeanor 
criminal mischief, and misdemeanor unau-

thorized use of a motor vehicle. Bond was 
set at $150,000. 

According to documents from Justice 
Court, charges were pending in District 
Court. As of press time, Lee had not been 
arraigned nor entered a plea on any charges.

Lee was arrested on a warrant for proba-
tion violation, as he was already on proba-
tion out of Flathead County. 

Beginning in early March and spanning 
over a three week period, law enforcement 
agencies in the area began receiving reports 
of break-ins and stolen property, according 
to court documents. 

On the morning of March 3, dispatch re-
ceived a report of a burglary on Pomeroy 
Trail. The caretaker of the property called 
authorities after noticing tire tracks lead-

ing into the residence, as well as shoe prints 
that didn’t belong to him or his son who was 
with him. The responding officer discovered 
the internet and power to the residence had 
been cut. During a walk through, the care-
taker noted that drawers and doors inside 

INSIDE

See POWDER, Page 9

See ARREST, Page 9

EAST GLACIER

See HOUSE, Page 9

Eureka, MontanaEureka, Montana
April 26-28April 26-28

Published by the Tobacco Valley News
Published by the Tobacco Valley News

Rendezvous Rendezvous 
Days 2024Days 2024



Page 6 Tobacco Valley News Wednesday, April 3, 2024

Auction

Saturday, April 13 starting at 9 am
Preview on Friday, April 12 from 12-6

After 30 years of living on the West Kootenai, Dwayne & Linda Keim are downsizing.
Head on out to the West Kootenai for an absolute, no minimum bids Auction!

Large items start at noon • Guns start at 1 pm

Hunting & Camping Gear
Knives • Tools • Lots of Books

Saddles • Misc. Items 
Guns - Approximately 40!

For info call Gideon Yutzy: (406) 261-1246
554 Elk Run Drive | Rexford

See next week’s ad for a full list!

DAKOTA ADAMS NEIL DURAM

economy of the state aren’t 
getting run out of the state 
by property tax increases.” 

Going forward, he says 
the tax breaks, especially for 
the billionaire tax bracket 
and out-of-state corpora-
tions, need to be reset, and 
write-offs for things like 
work trucks need to become 
easier to help small business 
owners and self-employed 
people.  

Adams sees effects of 
the Montana land boom 
as putting strain on infra-
structure. As an example, 
“Eureka can’t pay for its 
own basic infrastructure,” 
he says. “Montana land is 
booming, and according to 
the raw numbers, the state 
economy is going great. But 
what’s happening is instead 
of everyone benefiting from 
that, ordinary people feel 
very much that they’re be-
ing run over and pushed 
out. They’re being drowned 
by the rising tide, and it’s not 
lifting everybody’s boats.” 

Adams wants to reverse 
“the property tax debacle.” 
An additional solution he’s 
heard floated is a sales tax 
on luxury goods with an 
end-of-year refund for peo-
ple in middle and lower tax 
brackets. Though not ideal, 
“that is one possible solu-
tion for funding essential 
services and beginning to 
get a handle on the housing 
crisis in general.”

Adams also believes Re-
publicans have been en-
gaged in a culture war, “try-
ing to erode everyone’s civil 
liberties by targeting mar-
ginalized people,” he says. “I 
would like to be in the leg-
islature as an attack dog on 
behalf of ordinary working 
people in this state.” 

Responding to Mon-
tana dropping thousands 
of Medicaid enrollees after 
a redetermination period, 

Adams says believes in ex-
panding Medicaid. The cap 
has not adjusted for the 
cost of living, he says. “I 
think our state government 
is ideologically opposed 
to all of those programs 
existing at all,” he added. 
“I can see people who are 
very paranoid about fed-
eral funding coming with 
strings attached, but we 
rely on federal funding with 
strings attached for our en-
tire highway system as it is 
right now. And that’s not a 
good enough excuse when 
people’s well-being is on the 
line.” 

He believes his unique 
background may give him 
an edge in connecting with 
people. Adams is the son 
of Stewart Rhodes, who 
founded the far-right anti 
government militia group 
Oath Keepers. Adams says 
that he witnessed his father 
“leverage people’s fear and 
uncertainty about the fu-
ture.” In a way, his upbring-
ing helped Adams see issues 
such as “the failure of this 
country to adequately look 
after its veterans and to cor-
rect the mistakes of the past 
and safeguard everyone’s 
constitutional rights,” he 
said. “Those are some of the 
most fundamental prob-
lems that have created room 
for extremists and grifters 
like Stewart to make head-
way and gain followings.” 

Though he relates to some 
of the same issues, Adams 
takes a different approach. 
While he doesn’t feel per-
sonal responsibility to fix all 
the damage Rhodes created, 
Adams says that he’s now 
more aware of those vul-
nerabilities and the “deeper 
problems that need to be 
fixed.”

Adams is a firefighter 
for the TFS Volunteer Fire 
Department and attends 
FVCC part time, pursuing 
a political science degree, 

while he works full time in 
construction. 

He is interested in being 
a voice for younger people. 
“They have almost given up 
on the idea of being repre-
sented by the politicians 
who are there to represent 
them. It was almost just a 
foregone conclusion that 
everyone in politics is going 
to be three generations old-
er than them,” he says. “If I 
want to try to shake more 
young voters out of apathy, 
and get them involved, then 
stepping up and doing ev-
erything that I can do per-
sonally, is a great way for-
ward on that.”

Republican incumbent 
Neil Duram is running for 
a final term as house repre-
sentative, after which he’ll 
be term-limited out. 

Retired from the Mon-
tana Highway Patrol and 
now serving as Eureka’s 
Chief of Police, Duram says 
he’s still learning in his role 
at the legislature. “Each 
session, you learn a little 
bit more,” he says. “And so 
you’re kind of committed, I 
think, to keep running until 
you’re termed out.”

More than anything, 
Duram is “hoping to make 
Montana a good place for 
our kids and grandkids,” he 
says. 

Duram’s emphasis has 
been public safety. “That 

has been kind of my main 
drive,” he says. “That’s really 
the relevance that I bring to 
the legislature is just my ex-
perience with law enforce-
ment, and helping to find 
solutions that are effective.” 

Duram says he’s been 
satisfied with how the state 
budget is run. While he’s 
been in the legislature Mon-
tana has “underestimated 
the money that comes in 
taxes each time,” he says. 
“And so we end up with a 
surplus, which is always 
easier to deal with than a 
deficit.” Recent tax rebates 
were “just a way of dealing 
with the excess money that 
Montana gathered,” he says. 

Duram believes most 
people want the govern-
ment to leave them alone, 
he says. “We really don’t 
care what’s going on inside 
the machine,” he says. “Most 
of us don’t really care about 
all the details that happened 
in the middle to make that 
an end product.”

On the complexity of gov-
ernment, Duram says, “We 
can find ourselves wrapped 
around the axle trying to 
understand everything.” 
Often, that “manufactured 
complexity” is designed to 
keep fewer people in the 
decision-making process, 
to keep fewer “cooks in the 
kitchen,” he says. It’s one 
part of government he’s not 

too fond of. “That’s not my 
objective,” he says.

Property taxes, he says, 
are one example where 
things have become very 
complex. Duram says he’s 
not sure why there’s been 
such a large tax hike for 
residential taxpayers. 

“The hard part is we have 
to all acknowledge that the 
government, in particular a 
local government, city, and 
county, is funded primar-
ily through that property 
tax,” Duram says. “There’s a 
lot of ideas and other ways 
about doing that. But in the 
end, I’m confident no mat-
ter what system we do, each 
of us would still carry about 
the same tax burden.” 

If his taxes go up because 
other categories, such as 
agriculture, get a break, 
Duram believes that might 
be appropriate. “They just 
don’t draw on the services 
of the county roads, the 
sheriff, search and rescue, 
and the schools in the same 
way that residential prop-
erty does,” he says. “Given 
all those other county roads 
and all that, I have to ask 
myself, well, who should 
carry that tax burden if 
it’s not me?” Duram again 
points to the tax rebates as 
a way the legislature has at-
tempted to address the is-
sue for residential property 
owners. 

When it comes to health 
care, Duram believes each 
person should shoulder 
their own burden. “I think 
it’s important that every-
body has access to medical 
services. Depending on how 
it gets paid for, that’s where 
it gets complicated,” he says. 
“The average working class 
family chooses not to afford 
to go to the doctor just be-
cause they may do without.” 
Duram suggests that even if 
medical care stretches the 
budget, people should look 
to make payment plans and 

Directly after the parade on 
April 27, around 2 p.m., Johnson 
said they will hold a “pee wee 
shoot” to introduce kids to black 
powder shooting. 

Johnson said they usually get 
anywhere from 12 to 15 kids who 
show up with their parents to 
learn about and have a go at the 
sport of black powder shooting. 
There will be a target for the kids 
to shoot at. The group offers ear 
and eye protection - as well as a 
chance at a prize. It’s all super-
vised, he said. 

Eureka Chief of Police Neil 
Duram heads up the safety in-

struction and demonstrates the 
loading procedure, Johnson said, 
while also controlling the firearm 
up until it’s the kid’s turn to shoot. 
“It’s about as safety controlled as 
you can get,” he said.  

Johnson said that since Mon-
tana Fish and Wildlife began the 
muzzleloader heritage hunting 
season in 2022, he hopes there 
will be an increased interest in 
the sport. “Surprisingly, with the 
new muzzleloader season in the 
fall, there’s been a huge amount 
of interest for people to want to 
use it during the hunting season,” 
he said. 

Jerome’s son, Samuel John-
son, is 24, and has been shooting 
with his dad for almost 20 years. 

“I’m about one of the last of the 
younger guys,” he said. Samuel 
said he always loved the Ren-
dezvous Black Powder shoots as 
a kid because he was fascinated 
with the mountain man lifestyle. 
He said now, as an adult, he just 
likes to get outdoors, throw his 
phone down and enjoy seeing all 
the people that come to compete, 
sell, or trade things, just like back 
in the times of the real Rendez-
vous. Samuel enjoys imagining 
what it was like during those 
times. “I like to take a step back 
and see things from their view,” 
he said. 

When he was a kid, Samuel 
said, the black powder shoots 
were much larger than they are 

these days. He said he feels like 
people don’t realize the black 
powder shoot is not only open to 
the public to come and watch, but 
also to participate.  He encour-
aged anyone who might be in-
terested to come, and said many 
of the members would be more 
than willing to teach people what 
black powder shooting is about, 
and even let people try it out. It’s 
his hope that the new heritage 
hunting season in Montana will 
help spark more interest. 

Samuel said he has seen the 
club slow down over the years, 
as many of the members like his 
father are getting older and have 
less energy to put on the shoot. 
He and his brother in law are in-

volved in it, and he hopes to en-
courage his 3-year-old nephew to 
try it out when he is old enough. 

One of Samuel’s favorite mem-
ories as a kid was the candy can-
non. “We fill up a cannon with 
candy and launch it 40 to 60 feet 
into the air,” he said. He also re-
members when his dad and other 
members would “rob the bars” 
downtown, wearing their buck-
skins and brandishing their un-
loaded black powder guns, using 
only black powder and toilet pa-
per down the barrel. They would 
then give their spoils to charity. 
“Me and my father have always 
had great memories and bonding 
over it, for sure,” he said.

agreements with hospitals. 
Duram says hospitals 

lobby hard for Medicaid 
expansion because they 
benefit from the $7 to 
$1 federal match. “That’s 
where the money goes,” he 
says. “It’s the hospitals that 
absorb those bills.” While 
Duram says he’s “not out-
right against Medicaid,” it’s 
important to him that “I 
pay my medical bill or I pay 
my traffic bill or I pay my 
property tax and not push 
that on to other taxpayers.”

When asked to consider 
his legislative accomplish-
ments, Duram says, “Ev-
erything that’s done in the 
legislature is a team proj-
ect.” Even bills started by 
an individual come down 
to the work of committees. 
That said, he brought a 
school bus bill that mandat-
ed schools to have an extra 
crossing arm. “That’s part 
of my whole life has been 
about preventing accidents 
and mishaps,” he says. 

Early in his government 
career he helped facilitate 
negotiations between Inter-
Bel and Burlington North-
ern so the co-op could ac-
cess Burlington’s rail lines 
for easements for wireless 
communications, Duram 
said. It started off as a bill 
that died, but “the nego-
tiations between the two 
agencies were very effec-
tive,” he says. 

With a strong dedication 
to service, Duram plans to 
continue part time as Chief 
of Police as long as he’s 
needed. He also is active 
as an EMT. “We need more 
people to be EMTs because 
there’s always an emer-
gency,” he says. “Everyone 
needs to look around and 
see what they can do in our 
community.” 

Duram explains his 
overall philosophy on gov-
ernment: “We all want 
the same thing,” he says. 
“We want life good for our 
grandchildren, and our 
children. And we often 
have differences on how 
best to get there.”
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