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A close-up view of a Northern flicker shows off the bird’s bright red facial markings and the heart shaped spots on its breast. Patrick 
Broom photo.

SWEET CHEEKS

A skiff of snow highlights game trails etched into the glacial hills above Black Lake on a sunny after-
noon. Nikki Meyer photo.
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LCHS Principal Joel Graves hands a diploma to graduate Michael Shea at the 2021 Lincoln County High School Commencement exercises held out-
doors on June 5. Chris Wilson photo

Trego volunteers Mike Sartori and Larry Vanmersbergen and Don Bestwick of the North Val-
ley Food Bank unload food boxes at the TFS Community Hall. Rebecca Nelson photo

School board listens to
concerns over movie

Seniors complete their studies amidst a pandemic; 52 receive diplomas June 5 
Class of 2021 celebrates graduation from LCHS
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Historic building gathers community support

West Kootenai Auction will welcome bidders on Saturday

By Chris Wilson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The 2021 Lincoln County 
High School seniors about 
to graduate last Saturday 

looked happy and confident as 
they conversed in the line prior 
to the start of the ceremony. 

The weather was sunny, but not 
too hot, and fast-moving clouds 
rolled across the sky. The wind 
picked up from time to time, 
playing a little havoc with mortar 
boards and hair, but the students 
kept the caps on their heads and 
their gowns in array without too 
much trouble.

Roland Smedigar, class of 
1966, stood in the crowd waiting 
to see his granddaughter Emma 
Persson shake principal Joel 
Graves’s hand, take her diploma 
and finish her high school educa-
tion at the same place he and his 
wife and two daughters had. 

Sean Bernhard, 18, stood with 
Anthony Butler, 18, in his cap 
and gown, rubber sandals and 
a pair of 1980s-style Pit Viper 
sport sunglasses provided by his 
brother when he mentioned that 
the sunglasses was the final item 
he needed to complete his prepa-
rations for graduation. 

By Chris Wilson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

This weekend, the lure of 
authentic Amish-made 
furniture and goods will 

entice faithful bargain hunt-
ers to cross Lake Koocanusa for 
the 37th annual West Kootenai 
School Auction. 

The auctioneers in the three 
rings will call out the sale of the 

traditional Amish hand-made 
quilts and furniture. The bidding 
this year will also include items 
from an estate sale, flowers from 
a local nursery and other goods.

Cabins are unlikely to be a part 
of the auction this time around, a 
casualty of the pandemic-related 
spike in wood prices and a lack of 
time needed for construction. 

Howard Kauffman has lived in 
the West Kootenai for six years, 

and accepts and processes the 
consignment goods to be auc-
tioned.

“The price of lumber is going 
to be sky high. I wouldn’t build 
unless I absolutely had to. The 
profit margin is so small that we 
decided it’s not even worth the ef-
fort,” Kauffman said.

Beyond the high-speed, call-
and-response bidding for rustic 
furniture, estate items and other 

goods, attendees will enjoy re-
laxing in the sun in the grassy 
meadow, socializing and a grilled 
chicken lunch.

The communal nature of the 
auction serves a greater purpose 
than simple commerce. Proceeds 
go to support the local Mountain 
View School. While the school is 
currently providing education for 
28 students, organizer Orville Yo-
der said that the Amish commu-

nity will have three more families 
moving in from Ohio and that the 
student population may therefore 
increase. 

The auction will be held June 
12 at Andy Yoder’s auction barn. 
Bidding starts at 9 a.m., rain or 
shine. 

From Eureka, go west on High-
way 37, cross the Koocanusa 
Bridge and go 14 miles north to 
the barn. 

Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Trego Civic Center 
is getting a new name along 
with a re-energized mis-
sion.

Its board has renamed it 
the TFS Community Hall to 
incorporate all three com-
munities in the neighbor-
hood: Trego, Fortine and 
Stryker.

On the first and third Fri-
days of the month, local 
volunteers at the TFS Com-
munity Hall, formerly the 
Trego Civic Center, team 
up with the North Valley 
Food Bank in Whitefish to 
distribute boxes of food to 
about 65 families who need 
it. 

Beyond serving as a bi-
monthly food distribution 
center, the TFS Community 

Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A controversy sur-
rounding the show-
ing of the R-rated 

movie Frida in class drew 
more than two dozen com-
menters to the Eureka 

school board meeting June 
7.

Of the 63 people who 
signed the attendance sheet, 
28 spoke for a total of 
nearly 90 minutes. Every 
commenter addressed the 

Salary committee votes
to recommend pay bump

By Nikki Meyer
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A committee charged 
with reviewing 
salaries of county 

elected officials met June 2 
and voted to recommend a 

raise of 1.8 percent.
The group must meet an-

nually to consider and vote 
upon a recommendation 
on base pay for elected of-
ficials for the coming fiscal 
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Librarian Siri Nelson, center, and story time attendees make Valentines at the Eureka library on Feb. 14. Nikki Meyer photo.

VALENTINE’S DAY  

Freshman Ryan Melton of the E-Hackers team tinkers with a piece of equipment in the LCHS robotics 
workshop. Rebecca Nelson photo.

Public largely supportive of zoning at work session
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Eureka robotics teams return from state

Councilors vote later at business meeting to pursue grant writer

Open house set to help
seniors with end of life
and healthcare planning

County and town joining state hazard plan

School board limits 
political and religious 
expression by staff

By Rebecca Nelson and 
Nikki Meyer

Of the Tobacco Valley News

Lincoln County and 
the towns and cities 
within it are moving 

toward a new type of hazard 
mitigation plan that is coor-
dinated at the state level.

To be eligible for federal 
funding in case of a disas-
ter, local governments are 
required to have a plan in 
place and update it every 

five years. Counties and 
municipalities may work 
together to draft a multi-
jurisdictional plan.

All Lincoln County 
town and city governments 
signed a participation 
agreement several months 
ago moving to a state man-
aged program set to take ef-
fect this year. The previous 
multi-jurisdictional hazard 
mitigation plan was pre-
pared for Lincoln County 

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A free community 
open house geared 
toward the needs of 

seniors is planned for Feb. 
21 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m 
at Glacier Bank. The event 
gathers representatives 
from emergency services, 
estate planning, insurance, 
and more under one roof. 

Although there have 
been similar events held 
in Eureka, insurance seller 
Holly Clark initiated this 
year’s event, having been 
inspired by a similar one in 
Bonners Ferry, where she 
previously lived. When she 
asked attorney Tiffin Hall to 
join, the ball got rolling. 

Clark will represent two 
different providers of Medi-
care Advantage plans. If 

people are unhappy with 
their current plan, she can 
help them switch from one 
to the other through the 
open enrollment period 
ending March 31. Clark will 
also bring information on 
other products.

As in past events, Hall 
will have information on 
estate planning and pro-
bate, preparation of wills, 
durable powers of attorney, 
health care directives, and 
end of life planning. 

Portland-based Life 
Flight will have a represen-
tative at the open house. 
That service is separate 
from the ALERT helicopter 
which is based at the Logan 
Health hospital in Kalispell.

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A few days after re-
turning from state 
championships, a 

dozen Team Eureka robot-
ics members were back in 
the workshop setting up a 
newly donated field, adjust-
ing parts on their robots, or 
working on programming 
code. 

Each of the teams made 
a strong showing at state 
without advancing to 
Worlds this year, but the 
passion the robotics stu-
dents feel for the sport 
won’t be dampened anytime 
soon. 

Ryan Melton, a fresh-
man, started with the junior 
high robotics program and 
reflected on his first year 
working on robots at the 
high school level as a mem-
ber of the E-Hackers. “Oh 
my gosh, it’s my favorite 

By Nikki Meyer
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Eureka town 
council held a non-
voting work session 

Feb. 8 to kick around the 
ideas of zoning or building 
permits in town limits.

About half a dozen mem-
bers of the public attended; 
those who spoke up offered 
mostly supportive com-
ments.

Zoning and building per-
mits are related but separate 
concepts. Zoning would 

deal with what types of uses 
are allowed in certain ar-
eas, while building permits 
would be more specific to 
standards for individual 
building construction or lot 
improvements.

Developing a detailed 
growth plan would be an 
early step toward zoning. 
Local governments must 
review growth plans ev-
ery five years, according to 
the text of Montana state 
law. Eureka has previously 
been included in the county 
growth plan, but currently 

has its own in the works. 
“The old one was more for 
the county,” Mayor Lee Ann 
Schermerhorn said at the 
work session. “It wasn’t spe-
cific to Eureka.”

The current draft of the 

town’s as yet-unfinalized 
plan, however, is relatively 
general and doesn’t have the 
detail that might help guide 
decisions on zoning. “It’s 
very preliminary. It’s very 
high level, because we didn’t 

have the funds to really put 
in the effort,” Schermerhorn 
said, adding later: “If we 
wanted to go with zoning 
it’s going to have to be a lot 
more comprehensive than 
this one is.”

Growth plans are not reg-
ulatory in and of themselves, 
though subdivision regula-
tions refer back to them. 

Emergency Management 
Agency by a Helena-based 
firm in 2018, according to 
information from the count 
web site. Eureka Mayor Lee 
Ann Schermerhorn said 
that the town had been in-
volved in the last plan, when 
now-commissioner Brent 
Teske was head of the EMA. 
“We were part of the coun-
ty’s, and that was why they 
asked me to be involved 
with it. They were sadly 
missing a lot of things from 
Eureka,” she said. “I spent a 
lot of time on that.”

The new state-managed 
plan aims to streamline the 
process and cover costs, 
which EMA director Tom 
Lane estimated cost be-
tween $20,000 and $30,000 
each time the plan was up-
dated in the past.

The state requires par-
ticipation in regional con-

ferences to qualify. Lane 
attended a conference in 
January along with repre-
sentatives from Libby and 
Rexford, but Eureka and 
Troy were not present. Lane 
said the state had communi-
cated to him that “any orga-
nization that doesn’t partici-
pate has a high potential for 
being removed from (the 
program).” Lane said he’d 
sent notifications and called 
Eureka and Troy, but had 
not heard back. 

Lane explained that he 
was not technically re-
sponsible for each agency’s 
communication with the 
state. As municipalities that 
signed onto the participa-
tion agreement for state 
management, “they’re not 

thing,” he said. “This is like 
all I do. It’s just, it’s my life.” 
Melton demonstrated the 
adjustments he was making 
toward the goal of enabling 
the team’s robot, “Cleo,” to 

pick up cones from both 
sides of its body. “Every-
body does it differently,” he 
said.

The other Eureka teams, 
Lazer Sharks in Space and 

Couch Potatoes, take dif-
ferent approaches both to 
build and programming.

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Eureka school 
board met on Feb. 
13 and voted on 

handbook and policy 
changes around staff shar-
ing personal opinions.

A planned vote on alter-
ing the drug policy was ta-
bled until April when chair 

Raymond Flanagan can be 
present. The board is mov-
ing toward more prevalent 
testing, and allowing for 
students to have chances 
to take instructive classes 
and earn back participa-
tion privileges after first 
and second offenses, with 
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Effort underway to “Raise the Flag” in honor of vet

LIBBY DAMThe Tobacco 
Valley NewsFOR THE 

RECORD
Date: Tuesday, March 19
Level: 2,415.46 feet
Last year:  2,404.7 feet

Full pool: 2,459 feet
Inflow:  3,300 cfs
Outflow: 4,000 cfs
River Temp: NA°

INSIDE

$1 USD = $1.35 CAD
Bank of Canada

Monday, March 18

Read by:
Peggy Brandon

CANADIAN
EXCHANGE

Senators urge USPS to drop 
plan to move aspects of mail 
processing to Spokane center

School board filing will close on March 28

Four candidates file for county commission race

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

Candidate filing 
closes March 28 for 
school boards. Eu-

reka has three openings, 
Fortine has two, and Trego 
has two. 

In Eureka, trustees Amy 
Casazza and Jessica Hick-
man are finishing out 
three-year terms. Marcy 
Butts, representing Trego 
on the Eureka board, is also 
finishing a three-year term. 

As of press time, none of 
the three had filed to be 
candidates for re-election. 

Trego resident Stephanie 
Vredenberg has filed for the 
Eureka-Trego seat, and Eu-
reka resident Michael Sage 
filed for a Eureka seat, 

In Fortine, Kevin Talcott, 
who was appointed in 2023, 
is finishing out a term, and 
Alan Erwert is finishing a 
term. One two-year and 
one three-year term will 
open. Neither trustee had 
filed yet for re-election. 

In Trego, one two-year 
term and one three-year 
term are open. Trustee Kay-
la Morris has filed again for 
the two-year term, and cur-
rent board president Clara 
Mae Crawford has filed 
for the three-year term in 
Trego. 

School election day is 
May 7, with ballots set to be 
mailed on April 18, accord-
ing to a notice from the 
Lincoln County elections 
office.

By Katie Fairbanks
Montana Free Press

A U.S. Postal Service 
review of Missoula’s 
m a i l - p r o c e s s i n g 

facility has sparked local 
concern about the potential 
move of some work to Spo-
kane. 

Opposition to the pro-
posed transfer, including 
from Sens. Jon Tester and 
Steve Daines, drew a re-
sponse from the USPS seek-
ing to “dispel myths” about 
the review ahead of a public 
meeting held March 15.

“There are mistruths and 
false narratives regarding 
the improvement and invest-
ment the Postal Service has 
proposed at the Missoula 
facility,” wrote Jeffery A. Ad-
ams, USPS vice president of 
corporate communications, 
in a letter released last week. 
“The fear that mail service 
will be adversely affected is 
wrong. Most local mail trav-
els out of state, and local-to-
local mail will stay within 
the current two-to-three-day 
delivery standard.” 

The review is still under-
way and no final decisions 
have been made, Kim Frum, 
USPS strategic communica-
tions specialist, said in an 
email.  

In January, the USPS an-
nounced it would evaluate 
Missoula’s Processing and 
Distribution Center as part 
of its 10-year Delivering for 

America plan, which out-
lines a complete overhaul of 
the processing network. The 
review includes considering 
whether moving some mail 
processing from Missoula to 
Spokane would increase ef-
ficiency, according to a press 
release on Jan. 10.

The USPS expects retail 
service and acceptance of 
bulk business mailings at the 
Missoula facility to stay the 
same, and changes would 
not lead to the layoffs of ca-
reer employees, the release 
said. 

Tester and Daines wrote 
to Postmaster General Louis 
DeJoy in February, express-
ing concerns that moving 
processing out of Montana 
would lead to job losses and 
delivery delays.  

“I share the concerns that 
Montanans have voiced in 
response to this review and 
oppose any plans that would 
reduce workforce, capac-
ity or delivery standards for 
Montanans,” Tester wrote. “I 
urge you to immediately halt 
any proposal to move Mis-
soula operations to Spokane 
and refocus efforts on im-
proving delivery standards 
in rural America.” 

“While I appreciate the 
efforts of the USPS to mod-
ernize and improve services, 
I urge you to maintain exist-
ing operations at the Mis-

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

Three candidates are 
challenging incum-
bent Eureka commis-

sioner Josh Letcher, making 
the county commissioner 
spot a four-way race. 

Republican Josh Letcher, 
who is close to the end of his 
first six-year term as com-
missioner, wasn’t 100 per-
cent sure he’d run again, but 
after discussing it with his 
family and praying, came to 
the conclusion it’s the right 
path for him. 

“I wanted to make sure 
my life aligned with what 
God wanted me to do,” he 
said. Letcher said his wife 
and two teenage sons miss 
out on time with him due to 

early mornings and late eve-
nings the job requires. “My 
family sacrifices a lot for it,” 
he said. “But after talking 
with them and praying a lot 
about it, we just concluded 
as a family, it was probably 
within our best interest.” 

Letcher said he doesn’t 
want the county to miss out 
on the institutional knowl-
edge he’s built over six years 
serving in the commission-
er role. Of the three current 
county commissioners, he’s 
been in the role the longest. 
“We were continually turn-
ing over management,” he 
said. That has put the com-
mission in reactive mode, 
according to Letcher. 

“When you’re always on 
the defense, it’s really hard 
to work on the offense, and 

some of that was from not 
having enough experience 
or not having enough of that 
institutional knowledge,” 
he said. “In the last cou-
ple years, I’ve just learned 
so much of the history of 
where we’ve come from, 
and so it’s easier for me to 
see where we’re going. And 
I’d just hate to walk away 
and for the county whole to 
lose the experience that I’ve 
gained.” 

Letcher said he works well 
with the other commission-
ers, and has developed good 
relationships with commis-
sioners in other counties, as 
well as some representatives 
at the state and federal level.

The biggest challenge to 
progress he sees is manag-
ing the budget. “As a county, 

By Traci Street
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A Eureka man has taken his vision of 
raising a large American flag on the 
hill behind the rodeo grounds and 

is making it a reality. 
Nate Duram said he has driven into town 

for a number of years, and would always 

envision a large flag flying over the rodeo 
grounds. “I just wanted to put a flagpole up 
because I’ve been driving by for a decade,” 
he said.  He could picture it in his head, he 
said, waving in the breeze, welcoming visi-
tors and reminding residents young and old 
why we live in the “greatest country in the 
world,” he said. “I mean, it’s just, it’s beau-
tiful in my head and I know it’s gonna be 

more beautiful in reality.”
Duram said the potential price tag for the 

project runs about $22,000, and through 
talking to people in the community and 
securing donations, the project has already 
raised close to $17,000. Since the original 
inception of the idea, costs have gone up, 
he said. Businesses in town have offered to 
donate labor to help install the concrete for 

the flagpole. 
Duram is renewing his fund-raising ef-

forts in honor of Tom Price, a World War 
II veteran who died in February at the age 
of 97. 

Duram said he used to go pick Price up 
and take him to see the large flag that was 

we were spoiled on timber 
dollars for a lot of years,” 
he said. “Over the last 25 
years, we just can’t rely on 
the steady source of income 
from the federal lands.” 

Excluding state lands and 
conservation easements, 
“we can only basically make 
a living on 9 percent of 
our landmass. That’s hard 
for services,” Letcher said. 
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Pet of the

W E E K

Angel is a 1-year-old 
husky mix girl who is 
good with kids and 
other dogs. She will 
make a wonderful 

new family member!

Tobacco Valley 
Animal Shelter
406-889-5457

tobaccovalleyanimalshelter@gmail.com

ANGELANGEL

St. Michael
& All Angels 
Church

All Are Welcome.
No Exceptions.

Worship at
10:30 on Sundays

at the corner of
First Ave. & Third St.

Eureka, Montana

FREE SOUP CAFÉ
Thursdays

11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

TNT Auto Parts • 406-297-3131 • 1020 First Ave East 

BRIAN PHILLIPS DOUG DAVIESJOSH LETCHER NOEL DURAM

“Nowadays, we have to find 
some alternative funding.” 
Just as the creation of a li-
brary district will be put to 
voters, the option of a road 
district will need to be con-
sidered too, he said. Letcher 
has said that the county 
needs roads, but it doesn’t 
need libraries. A library dis-
trict, he said, is “good for the 
library. But is it really good 
for all retired citizens?”

Prior to being elected, 
Letcher ran on his experi-
ence on the planning board, 
the local government re-
view board, and involve-
ment at Forest Service 
meetings. He was involved 
with Montanans for Mul-

tiple Use, the Tobacco Val-
ley Rod and Gun Club, and 
a snowmobile club. 

Letcher said lately, along 
with Senator Mike Cuffe, 
he’s been “highly involved 
with the Columbia River 
Basin Treaty.” 

Letcher emphasized that 
accomplishments he counts 
in the last six years were a 
team effort. He said among 
other things, he and other 
elected officials have been 
able to expand driver ser-
vices at the Eureka Annex, 
and Emergency Manage-
ment has an office there for 
the first time. Another team 
effort has been to fix the 
fairground sewer and water 
system. “It’s been a five year 
ordeal, but it goes to bid this 
fall,” he said. 

Republican Noel Duram 
said that should he be elect-
ed commissioner, he wants 
to serve the county without 
a personal agenda. “Lincoln 
County’s been serviced over 
the last 12 years by com-
missioners that were good 
people, but I thought that I 
could do better,” he said. “I 
think the county deserves 
better.”

Duram said Lincoln 
County has had commis-
sioners with personal and 
professional agendas as well 
as pet projects that might 
not be good for the county 
as a whole. 

“I don’t have an agenda,” 
he said. He considered run-
ning 12 years ago, but it 
didn’t fit into his life at the 
time. Now, the time feels 
right.

In addition, he offers a 
different skill set, he said. 
“I’ve had a vast array of jobs 
over my life. I’ve been in 
law enforcement, did a lot 
of conflict resolution where 
you have to de-escalate situ-
ations,” he said. 

Duram counts relevant 
experience such as his work-
ing within the law for most 
of his life, experience work-
ing in construction and real 
estate, and an understand-
ing of how subdivisions and 
budgets work.

Communication skills are 
important to the job, Duram 
believes. “I have spent my 
time trying to resolve things 
in many ways, and that is 
a skill set that I bring,” he 
said. In addition to strong 
in-person communication 
skills, he processes informa-
tion well, he said, which he 
recognizes is a big part of 
the job - constantly taking 
in information and educat-
ing yourself. “I have a fairly 
high reading and under-
standing comprehension 
skill,” he said. “I grasp things 
very quickly.”

Like Letcher, Duram also 
sees the large public land 
base as a challenge for the 
county. “We do have to find 
a way for that 83 percent of 
the county to pay for some-
thing,” he said. Duram said 
the disappearance of logging 
mills and the jobs they cre-
ated has hit Lincoln Coun-
ty’s economy hard in the last 
15 to 20 years. 

Regarding what he’d like 
to see change in the county, 
Duram suggests the need 
to improve services in Eu-
reka. “We have a really great 
place to live,” he said. “I 
want to keep it going in the 
right direction. And I think 
sometimes we’ve allowed 
ourselves to fall into com-
placency.” Going from two 
good clinics down to one 
good clinic is an example he 
cites - the retirement com-
munity has a growing need 
for medical attention.

Duram said that he has 
more time to devote to the 
job now that he’s retired. 
He’s no longer raising kids 
- his youngest is 26 - and 
doesn’t have grandkids that 
need his extra time. He be-
lieves he has more time to 
dedicate than other people, 
and said that for him, it’s not 
about the money. 

Duram was raised all over 
the world in a military fami-
ly. He moved to Eureka after 

high school, moving out of 
state only for a couple years 
to attend Washington State 
University. 

“My life has revolved 
more around community 
public service than it has 
around serving myself,” he 
said. It’s been a tradition in 
his family, he said. 

Independent candi-
date Brian Phillips said he 
would aim to be receptive to 
the needs of the community 
in the commissioner role.

He decided to run after 
a number of people who 
he respected asked him to 
consider doing so, he said. 
He intended to file as non-
partisan, but then realized 
it was required to declare a 
party affiliation, so chose in-
dependent. 

A couple years into his re-
tirement from a supervisor 
position in the Border Pa-
trol, Phillips believes he has 
acquired transferable skills. 
“I thought this would be just 
another way to continue to 
serve the community and 
put my problem solving 
skills to use,” he said. 

Phillips spent 30 years in 
law enforcement, as well as 
some time in the Navy and 
Navy Reserve. He’s also 
done “tons and tons of lead-
ership training” and all the 
levels of FEMA emergency 
management training. 

Phillips said, “I don’t re-
ally have a personal agenda, 
other than to represent the 
taxpayers of Lincoln Coun-
ty - North Lincoln County 
in particular.” He spent 10 
years as the Border Patrol 
union president and learned 
in that role how to listen 
to diverse interests. “In 
that 10 years, I spent some 
time maybe not agreeing 
with what the membership 
wanted, but they elected 
me as their representative, 
not their dictator,” he said. 
After making his own argu-
ments, he would ultimately 
go with what the majority 
of people wanted. “I think 
we’ve made a mistake in this 
country - we call a lot of our 
elected officials our leaders - 
and they’re not our leaders, 
they’re our representatives.”

In the commissioner role, 
he would try to remain ac-
cessible to constituents by 
setting regular office hours, 
he said. He’s also thought 
about publishing regular 
updates, should he be elect-
ed, informing the public of 
goings on of the commis-
sion and common public 
concerns. “Transparency is 
a word that gets used a lot 
these days, but I think that it 
applies here,” he said.

Challenges he foresees in 

the role include not having a 
background in local politics, 
and a knowledge gap when 
it comes to the needs of oth-
er parts of the county, some-
thing he’d have to learn, he 
said. 

Phillips grew up in a 
military family, living all 
over the world. In 2002 he 
moved to the Eureka area 
after northern Border Patrol 
positions expanded after the 
Sept. 11, 2001 attacks. Here, 
he met his wife, whose fam-
ily has been here since the 
1880s, and the two live on 
Pinkham where they have 
cows and horses. He en-
joys spending time with his 
grandson. 

“The day I drove into 
town I knew, having lived 
all over the world, I knew I’d 
found home and was never 
leaving,” he said.

Phillips’s view of politics 
is that it’s “something you 
do after you’ve retired from 
something or you’ve been 
successful at something 
else of your own,” he said. 
“When I first looked into 
this, I didn’t even realize it’s 
a paid position.” He added, 
“I’ve been done for a couple 
of years now and just felt 
that need to continue serv-
ing the community.”

Democrat Doug Davies 
believes there’s a better path 
forward for county gover-
nance, and he’d like to repre-
sent that change.

Born in Missoula, Davies 
lived in several locations in 
western Montana, and also 
lived in Alaska, moving to 
Eureka, where his sister also 
lives, at the end of 2017. He’s 
served on the Eureka town 
council for the past five 
years.

Davies has not been hap-
py with county leadership. 
He believes commissioner 
salaries, which have risen 
around $16,000 since 2018 
and are now about $20,000 
higher than the county’s me-
dian income, should be fro-
zen along with other elected 
officials’ pay. Davies recog-
nizes that Montana statute 
ties sheriff department sala-
ries to commissioner sala-
ries, as Letcher pointed out 
in a recent meeting, but be-
lieves commissioners should 
be responsible and find a 
way to take a lesser amount, 
in light of the current strains 
on the county budget. 

Davies criticizes Letcher 
for going against the health 
board recommendation 
during the pandemic. Letch-
er went against recommen-
dation because his choice 
“matched Letcher’s philoso-
phy,” Davies said. “Denying 
the science and so forth.” 

Davies believes the green 
box issue left residents 
wanting and should have 
been handled differently. 
“A leader leads by build-
ing consensus, not by issu-
ing threats,” he said. “I’m 
happy to see that they have 
approved the repairs or the 
upgrades to the dumps. And 
in large part that’s based on 
grants that the health de-
partment got.”

He believes the county 
has been fiscally irrespon-
sible. In addition to sup-
porting both a library and a 
road district, he thinks that 
pursuing more grants is one 
of the ways to address the 
county’s budget crisis, and 
that hiring a grant writer for 
the county should accom-
pany a general hiring freeze. 
He does not think raising 
taxes is a good solution, and 
would advocate for limit-
ing capital expenditures and 
freezing elected officials’ 
salaries. 

Other things Davies 
would like to see change in 
the county include more op-
portunities for job training 
for young folks, more atten-
tion to affordable housing, 
and more options for elderly 
residents seeking retirement 
communities. He has ideas 
about creating recreational 
opportunities using our 
natural resources to gener-
ate income and jobs for the 
county.

Davies has degrees in ac-
counting and industrial 
management with an opera-
tions emphasis. He retired 
as a chief engineer. During 
his last five years, he worked 
as a staff engineer for the 
company that oversaw the 
oil spill response equipment 
in Prince William Sound in 
Alaska. “Through that I had 
very regular contact with 
regulatory authorities at all 
levels,” he says. 

Prior to that, he worked 
for years as a consultant 
in the maritime industry, 
where he contracted with 
the Navy and private indus-
try. “I’ve got a really broad 
base in researching and in-
terpreting regulations,” he 
said. 

On why he loves the com-
munity, he says, “I’ve never 
been so impressed by a group 
of people as I have been by 
the people I’ve met here in 
Lincoln County. Even where 
political philosophies dif-
fer. If somebody needs a 
hand, they get it. And that 
is unique - that doesn’t hap-
pen very often anywhere in 
the United States. It’s a very 
special thing.”
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