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Tobacco Valley hikers cross a talus field en route to Wolverine Lakes after climbing the ridge to the north via the Rainbow Trail. From 
the vantage point views to the west take in Lake Koocanusa and parts of the valley near the border, while to the east were peaks of Gla-
cier Park lying along the North Fork of the Flathead River.   Nikki Meyer photo.

VALLEY VIEWS

Organizer Denise Gonzalez, known to many Eureka students as “Mrs. G.”, presides over the annual 
School Supply Free-for-All giveaway. She expected to offer supplies to about 100 kids this year.  Nikki 
Meyer photo.
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LCHS Principal Joel Graves hands a diploma to graduate Michael Shea at the 2021 Lincoln County High School Commencement exercises held out-
doors on June 5. Chris Wilson photo

Trego volunteers Mike Sartori and Larry Vanmersbergen and Don Bestwick of the North Val-
ley Food Bank unload food boxes at the TFS Community Hall. Rebecca Nelson photo

School board listens to
concerns over movie

Seniors complete their studies amidst a pandemic; 52 receive diplomas June 5 
Class of 2021 celebrates graduation from LCHS
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Historic building gathers community support

West Kootenai Auction will welcome bidders on Saturday

By Chris Wilson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The 2021 Lincoln County 
High School seniors about 
to graduate last Saturday 

looked happy and confident as 
they conversed in the line prior 
to the start of the ceremony. 

The weather was sunny, but not 
too hot, and fast-moving clouds 
rolled across the sky. The wind 
picked up from time to time, 
playing a little havoc with mortar 
boards and hair, but the students 
kept the caps on their heads and 
their gowns in array without too 
much trouble.

Roland Smedigar, class of 
1966, stood in the crowd waiting 
to see his granddaughter Emma 
Persson shake principal Joel 
Graves’s hand, take her diploma 
and finish her high school educa-
tion at the same place he and his 
wife and two daughters had. 

Sean Bernhard, 18, stood with 
Anthony Butler, 18, in his cap 
and gown, rubber sandals and 
a pair of 1980s-style Pit Viper 
sport sunglasses provided by his 
brother when he mentioned that 
the sunglasses was the final item 
he needed to complete his prepa-
rations for graduation. 

By Chris Wilson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

This weekend, the lure of 
authentic Amish-made 
furniture and goods will 

entice faithful bargain hunt-
ers to cross Lake Koocanusa for 
the 37th annual West Kootenai 
School Auction. 

The auctioneers in the three 
rings will call out the sale of the 

traditional Amish hand-made 
quilts and furniture. The bidding 
this year will also include items 
from an estate sale, flowers from 
a local nursery and other goods.

Cabins are unlikely to be a part 
of the auction this time around, a 
casualty of the pandemic-related 
spike in wood prices and a lack of 
time needed for construction. 

Howard Kauffman has lived in 
the West Kootenai for six years, 

and accepts and processes the 
consignment goods to be auc-
tioned.

“The price of lumber is going 
to be sky high. I wouldn’t build 
unless I absolutely had to. The 
profit margin is so small that we 
decided it’s not even worth the ef-
fort,” Kauffman said.

Beyond the high-speed, call-
and-response bidding for rustic 
furniture, estate items and other 

goods, attendees will enjoy re-
laxing in the sun in the grassy 
meadow, socializing and a grilled 
chicken lunch.

The communal nature of the 
auction serves a greater purpose 
than simple commerce. Proceeds 
go to support the local Mountain 
View School. While the school is 
currently providing education for 
28 students, organizer Orville Yo-
der said that the Amish commu-

nity will have three more families 
moving in from Ohio and that the 
student population may therefore 
increase. 

The auction will be held June 
12 at Andy Yoder’s auction barn. 
Bidding starts at 9 a.m., rain or 
shine. 

From Eureka, go west on High-
way 37, cross the Koocanusa 
Bridge and go 14 miles north to 
the barn. 

Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Trego Civic Center 
is getting a new name along 
with a re-energized mis-
sion.

Its board has renamed it 
the TFS Community Hall to 
incorporate all three com-
munities in the neighbor-
hood: Trego, Fortine and 
Stryker.

On the first and third Fri-
days of the month, local 
volunteers at the TFS Com-
munity Hall, formerly the 
Trego Civic Center, team 
up with the North Valley 
Food Bank in Whitefish to 
distribute boxes of food to 
about 65 families who need 
it. 

Beyond serving as a bi-
monthly food distribution 
center, the TFS Community 

Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A controversy sur-
rounding the show-
ing of the R-rated 

movie Frida in class drew 
more than two dozen com-
menters to the Eureka 

school board meeting June 
7.

Of the 63 people who 
signed the attendance sheet, 
28 spoke for a total of 
nearly 90 minutes. Every 
commenter addressed the 

Salary committee votes
to recommend pay bump

By Nikki Meyer
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A committee charged 
with reviewing 
salaries of county 

elected officials met June 2 
and voted to recommend a 

raise of 1.8 percent.
The group must meet an-

nually to consider and vote 
upon a recommendation 
on base pay for elected of-
ficials for the coming fiscal 
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Librarian Siri Nelson, center, and story time attendees make Valentines at the Eureka library on Feb. 14. Nikki Meyer photo.

VALENTINE’S DAY  

Freshman Ryan Melton of the E-Hackers team tinkers with a piece of equipment in the LCHS robotics 
workshop. Rebecca Nelson photo.

Public largely supportive of zoning at work session
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Eureka robotics teams return from state

Councilors vote later at business meeting to pursue grant writer

Open house set to help
seniors with end of life
and healthcare planning

County and town joining state hazard plan

School board limits 
political and religious 
expression by staff

By Rebecca Nelson and 
Nikki Meyer

Of the Tobacco Valley News

Lincoln County and 
the towns and cities 
within it are moving 

toward a new type of hazard 
mitigation plan that is coor-
dinated at the state level.

To be eligible for federal 
funding in case of a disas-
ter, local governments are 
required to have a plan in 
place and update it every 

five years. Counties and 
municipalities may work 
together to draft a multi-
jurisdictional plan.

All Lincoln County 
town and city governments 
signed a participation 
agreement several months 
ago moving to a state man-
aged program set to take ef-
fect this year. The previous 
multi-jurisdictional hazard 
mitigation plan was pre-
pared for Lincoln County 

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A free community 
open house geared 
toward the needs of 

seniors is planned for Feb. 
21 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m 
at Glacier Bank. The event 
gathers representatives 
from emergency services, 
estate planning, insurance, 
and more under one roof. 

Although there have 
been similar events held 
in Eureka, insurance seller 
Holly Clark initiated this 
year’s event, having been 
inspired by a similar one in 
Bonners Ferry, where she 
previously lived. When she 
asked attorney Tiffin Hall to 
join, the ball got rolling. 

Clark will represent two 
different providers of Medi-
care Advantage plans. If 

people are unhappy with 
their current plan, she can 
help them switch from one 
to the other through the 
open enrollment period 
ending March 31. Clark will 
also bring information on 
other products.

As in past events, Hall 
will have information on 
estate planning and pro-
bate, preparation of wills, 
durable powers of attorney, 
health care directives, and 
end of life planning. 

Portland-based Life 
Flight will have a represen-
tative at the open house. 
That service is separate 
from the ALERT helicopter 
which is based at the Logan 
Health hospital in Kalispell.

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A few days after re-
turning from state 
championships, a 

dozen Team Eureka robot-
ics members were back in 
the workshop setting up a 
newly donated field, adjust-
ing parts on their robots, or 
working on programming 
code. 

Each of the teams made 
a strong showing at state 
without advancing to 
Worlds this year, but the 
passion the robotics stu-
dents feel for the sport 
won’t be dampened anytime 
soon. 

Ryan Melton, a fresh-
man, started with the junior 
high robotics program and 
reflected on his first year 
working on robots at the 
high school level as a mem-
ber of the E-Hackers. “Oh 
my gosh, it’s my favorite 

By Nikki Meyer
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Eureka town 
council held a non-
voting work session 

Feb. 8 to kick around the 
ideas of zoning or building 
permits in town limits.

About half a dozen mem-
bers of the public attended; 
those who spoke up offered 
mostly supportive com-
ments.

Zoning and building per-
mits are related but separate 
concepts. Zoning would 

deal with what types of uses 
are allowed in certain ar-
eas, while building permits 
would be more specific to 
standards for individual 
building construction or lot 
improvements.

Developing a detailed 
growth plan would be an 
early step toward zoning. 
Local governments must 
review growth plans ev-
ery five years, according to 
the text of Montana state 
law. Eureka has previously 
been included in the county 
growth plan, but currently 

has its own in the works. 
“The old one was more for 
the county,” Mayor Lee Ann 
Schermerhorn said at the 
work session. “It wasn’t spe-
cific to Eureka.”

The current draft of the 

town’s as yet-unfinalized 
plan, however, is relatively 
general and doesn’t have the 
detail that might help guide 
decisions on zoning. “It’s 
very preliminary. It’s very 
high level, because we didn’t 

have the funds to really put 
in the effort,” Schermerhorn 
said, adding later: “If we 
wanted to go with zoning 
it’s going to have to be a lot 
more comprehensive than 
this one is.”

Growth plans are not reg-
ulatory in and of themselves, 
though subdivision regula-
tions refer back to them. 

Emergency Management 
Agency by a Helena-based 
firm in 2018, according to 
information from the count 
web site. Eureka Mayor Lee 
Ann Schermerhorn said 
that the town had been in-
volved in the last plan, when 
now-commissioner Brent 
Teske was head of the EMA. 
“We were part of the coun-
ty’s, and that was why they 
asked me to be involved 
with it. They were sadly 
missing a lot of things from 
Eureka,” she said. “I spent a 
lot of time on that.”

The new state-managed 
plan aims to streamline the 
process and cover costs, 
which EMA director Tom 
Lane estimated cost be-
tween $20,000 and $30,000 
each time the plan was up-
dated in the past.

The state requires par-
ticipation in regional con-

ferences to qualify. Lane 
attended a conference in 
January along with repre-
sentatives from Libby and 
Rexford, but Eureka and 
Troy were not present. Lane 
said the state had communi-
cated to him that “any orga-
nization that doesn’t partici-
pate has a high potential for 
being removed from (the 
program).” Lane said he’d 
sent notifications and called 
Eureka and Troy, but had 
not heard back. 

Lane explained that he 
was not technically re-
sponsible for each agency’s 
communication with the 
state. As municipalities that 
signed onto the participa-
tion agreement for state 
management, “they’re not 

thing,” he said. “This is like 
all I do. It’s just, it’s my life.” 
Melton demonstrated the 
adjustments he was making 
toward the goal of enabling 
the team’s robot, “Cleo,” to 

pick up cones from both 
sides of its body. “Every-
body does it differently,” he 
said.

The other Eureka teams, 
Lazer Sharks in Space and 

Couch Potatoes, take dif-
ferent approaches both to 
build and programming.

By Rebecca Nelson
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The Eureka school 
board met on Feb. 
13 and voted on 

handbook and policy 
changes around staff shar-
ing personal opinions.

A planned vote on alter-
ing the drug policy was ta-
bled until April when chair 

Raymond Flanagan can be 
present. The board is mov-
ing toward more prevalent 
testing, and allowing for 
students to have chances 
to take instructive classes 
and earn back participa-
tion privileges after first 
and second offenses, with 
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Talent and tradition on display this week as 
county fair returns with old-fashioned fun

Date: Monday, Aug. 18
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Full Pool: 2,459 feet
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Outflow: 7,000 cfs

Winning name drawn in “dream 
home” raffle for animal shelter

Commission postpones 
vote on new and increased 

landfill fees to Aug. 20 
meeting set for Eureka

First bat of the season tests positive for rabies

By Traci Street
Of the Tobacco Valley News

Commissioners did 
not vote Aug. 13 
as planned on pro-

posed increases to trash 
fees, pushing the vote to 
Aug. 20.

After a scheduled pub-
lic hearing for Resolution 
2025-26, which proposed 
an increase in fees for Lin-
coln County solid waste 
and refuse, commissioners 
tabled the resolution after 
questions brought forth by 
Commissioner Noel Du-
ram.

The main proposed 
change was raising the an-
nual residential assessment 
from $150 to $200 per year, 
with scheduled percentage 
increases each year follow-
ing. Other increases in-
cluded specific amounts for 

disposing of certain types 
of refuse or loads.

At the hearing, health 
department director Kathi 
Hooper and solid waste 
manager Bryan Alkire 
told commissioners that 
the landfill in Eureka has 
clocked a record number 
of visitors this year. Alkire 
said they had recently in-
stalled cameras at the Eure-
ka landfill to get a more ac-
curate count of the number 
of people they service. Be-
cause the operator working 
at the Eureka landfill was 
usually working alone and 
was on equipment when 
trying to keep an estimate 
of the number of cars com-
ing and going, the camera 
recordings have created a 

By Jessica Wood
Of the Tobacco Valley News

From prize-winning 
livestock to home-
grown vegetables, 

fairground games to hand-
crafted quilts, sizzling fair 
food to the thunder of buck-
ing bulls, this year’s Lincoln 
County Fair promises a full 
weekend of tradition, talent, 
and community spirit to en-
tertain all ages and interests. 

From Wednesday, Aug. 
20 when swine and sheep 
showmanship displays are 

held, until the closing cer-
emony on Sunday, Aug. 24, 
visitors can browse the 4-H 
barns, admire rows of crafts 
and homemade goods, and 
sample everything from 
bobas to burgers at the Lin-
coln County Fairgrounds. 
This year, according to fair 
organizer Pam Rackley, 
new food vendors, as well 
as the regular staples, will 
be serving culinary delights 
from Thursday. 

The Frey Guys from Ka-
lispell will be there serving 
up a variety of deep friend 

treats including Oreos and 
Twinkies. The Montana 
Farmacy will offer gour-
met hotdogs, Mexican-style 
street corn, and a variety of 
candy and drinks, with 100 
percent of proceeds going 
towards suicide prevention 
measures such as counsel-
ing, education, emergency 
food and housing under the 
Rocky Mountain Hope Net-
work. 

By Traci Street
Of the Tobacco Valley News

The first bat in Lincoln 
County this year has 
tested positive for ra-

bies, and the county health 
department is urging peo-
ple to be cautious around 
bats that seem to behaving 
strangely.

The rabid bat was found 
in the Libby area.

According to county dis-
ease intervention specialist 
Sarah Long, bats are gener-
ally more visible and active 
at nighttime, so if folks see a 
bat during the daytime, they 
should be concerned. Bats 
that don’t seem able to fly 
or are in unusual places are 
also of concern. Long said 
people can be exposed to a 
bat and not even realize it. 

If a bat has been found in 
a house, it can be very diffi-
cult to determine if a person 
in the house has been ex-
posed to the bat, as bat bites 
can be very small. The virus 
that causes rabies is carried 
through saliva, and Long 
said if there is any reason to 
suspect human contact, it’s 
best to test the bat. Testing 
for rabies can only be done 
by brain dissection. If the 
bat is unavailable for testing, 
anyone who has possibly 
been exposed may have to 
undergo treatment. 

If people find a bat alive 
and can catch it, she can 
send it in for testing. She 
said it’s important not to 
crush the head of the bat, 
since the brain is needed for 
testing. Testing is free to the 
public. 

At the Aug. 3 commission 
meeting, health department 
director Kathi Hooper in-
formed commissioners that 
they had sent five bats that 
had potential human or pet 
contact for testing at the 
diagnostic lab in Bozeman. 
One had come back suspi-
cious, she said, because the 
brain was too degraded to 
be able to be tested. Hooper 
said folks who have a dead 
bat they want tested should 
store it in the fridge, not the 
freezer, until they can get it 
to the health department. 

Long said if a pet ends up 
with a bat somehow, treat-
ment for the pet depends 
on their vaccination status. 
If a pet has a current rabies 
vaccine, they will need a 
booster dose and then will 
have to be under observa-

By Nikki Meyer
Of the Tobacco Valley News

A Washington man stands to be-
come the owner of a riverfront 
property near Eureka, and the 

Tobacco Valley Animal Shelter will net 

a $100,000 donation.
A drawing was held Aug. 15 from 

about 46,000 raffle entries to win 32 
acres of land and a motorhome. Owner 
John Clarke offered the property up for 
a split the pot raffle, and tickets were 
offered at $20 apiece since March.

The winning ticket was purchased 
by Jim Atchison of Vancouver, Wash-
ington, shelter director Wendy Ander-
son said on Monday. As of press time, 

tion for 45 days and have 
a vet check up at the end 
of the observation period. 
Unvaccinated pets require 
“a lengthy quarantine with 
a vet check halfway through 
and at the end of the quar-
antine period,” Long said in 
an email. “This is why vac-
cination is so important!”  
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